
September 2025
ANNOUNCEMENTS



Important

Upcoming Events



Senior Seminar
College Application

Boot Camp

September 27

EHS-FJC
40 Morell Street

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Graduation is on the horizon! Are you thinking 
about college? Learn about the next steps at the 
Senior Seminar College Application Boot Camp. 
There will also be a mini college fair featuring 
local colleges and universities.

This event is for seniors only. Parents are 
welcome to attend. Bring fully charged laptop.

Sessions include:

• COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS
• ESSAY WRITING WORKSHOP
• NAVIGATING THE COMMON APP
• BUILDING COLLEGE LIST
• SCOIR
• SCHOLARSHIPS

Sessions will be available
 in English and Spanish.

CONTACT
Aimee Saluccio

District College and Career 
Coordinator

(908) 436-6669
saluccioai@epsnj.org REGISTER NOW









Student Assessments Update



ANNOUNCEMENT OF 

NEW STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS

• The New Jersey Department of Education, in partnership with Cambium Assessment, Inc. (CAI), has announced the 

launch of the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments-Adaptive (NJSLA-Adaptive) and the New Jersey Graduation 

Proficiency Assessment-Adaptive (NJGPA-Adaptive). 

• A key feature of these assessments is their adaptive format. As students progress through the test, future questions are 

determined based on their responses, creating a more personalized and appropriate experience for each learner. 

• This approach can help reduce testing anxiety by presenting students with questions closer to their current level, 

encouraging confidence and focus. 

• An adaptive assessment may also lead to more accurate results by measuring each student’s performance with greater 

precision since the students will be receiving more items closer to their current level.

• The rollout of the NJSLA-Adaptive and the NJGPA-Adaptive will occur with a field test administration this fall for students 

in grades 4-12.

• For continuous information, please follow this link: Students & Families

NJSLA-Adaptive and NJGPA-Adaptive

Field Test Dates:

• Grades 9-12  October 28, 29, 30

• Grades 4-8  November 12, 13, 14

https://nj.portal.cambiumast.com/families.html


News From Central
Elizabeth Public Schools, Elizabeth, NJ



Elizabeth Public Schools welcomed back students and team members on September 4 to officially kick off the 
2025-2026 school year. Member of Elizabeth’s city government, members of the Elizabeth Police and Fire 
Departments, Elizabeth Board of Education members, and administrators from Elizabeth Public Schools central 
offices greeted students and families as they arrived for their first day at schools throughout the district.

Elizabeth Public Schools and the Elizabeth Board of Education wish all students and families a very successful 
school year!



Before students returned to school earlier this month, Elizabeth Public Schools welcomed back administrators 
to the 2025-2026 school year on August 28 at Dr. Antonia Pantoja School No. 27. The districts administrators 
participated in a presentation that highlighted achievements from last school year as well as aspirations for the 
upcoming year. During an activity among those in attendance, each administrative department and school joined 
in sharing an accomplishment they achieved during the 2024-2025 school year as well as a goal they strive to 
achieve for the 2025-2026 school year.



Dr. Orlando Edreira Academy School No. 26 proudly hosted a distinguished delegation of 17 educational administrators 
and three government representatives from Taiwan on September 8. The visit was put together following a discussion 
between School 26 Mandarin language teacher Diane Danitz and an area Mandarin teacher association. During the visit, 
the Taiwanese educators toured classrooms, observed lessons, and engaged in dialogue with school leaders, teachers, 
and students. These interactions allowed both visitors and host to exchange educational ideas, reflect on instructional 
practices, and share perspectives on teaching and learning in a global context.



Elizabeth Public Schools Division of Special Services hosted keynote speaker Jordan Toma, author of “I’m Just a Kid with an IEP” 
at the Thomas G. Dunn Sports Center on September 3. Toma overcame learning disabilities to become one of the top 
motivational and mental health speakers in the United States, sharing his story with the audience that focuses on his realization 
that “my struggle is my strength” and his journey that followed his epiphany. He challenged attendees to lead with empathy, high 
expectations, and a deep sense of belonging for every learner. Educators, child study team members, and related service 
providers then moved into sessions designed to turn inspiration into practice.



The International WeLoveU Foundation visited 
George Washington Academy School No. 1 on 
September 8 as part of its Packs on Backs and 
Tools for Schools initiative. The organization 
presented School No. 1 with the donation of 202 
school backpacks to equip students with the tools 
necessary to be successful in the classroom. City 
of Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, Elizabeth 
Board of Education President Stanley J. Neron, and 
School No. 1 Principal Shawn Black joined the 
WeLoveU Foundation in addressing the audience 
and Neron presented a Board Resolution to the 
foundation recognizing their partnership with 
Elizabeth Public Schools and the kind and 
generous donations they have made to the school 
district in the past year.



Mabel G. Holmes School No. 5 hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony on September 10 to celebrate the opening of its new 
playground. The school thanked the Elizabeth Board of Education and members of central administration for making the project 
possible, stating that the playground is a true testament to what happens when a community comes together for its children 
and to let it be more than just a place to play—let it be a symbol of what we can achieve together. Among those that attended the 
ceremony include Board President Stanley Neron, Board members Diane Barbosa, Ileana Chevres, and Isaias Rivera, Elizabeth 
Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Olga Hugelmeyer, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning Dr. Jennifer Cedeño, 
Director of Plant, Property, and Equipment Luis Milanes and Coordinator of Building and Properties Luis Ferreira.



Schools throughout the district held activities and 
gave lessons on the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, honoring all the heroes who helped save lives 
and remembering those who passed, including some 
of those heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice 
selflessly saving others.

Elizabeth Public Schools especially remembers the 
six residents of Elizabeth who lost their lives as a 
result of  the attacks:

• Arcelia Castillo
• Carlos S. Da Costa
• Colleen L. Fraser

• Margaret Susan Lewis
• Frankie Serrano
• Anthony Tempesta



Elizabeth Public Schools was proud to 
participate in AVID Day on Friday, September 
12, joining schools and districts across the 
nation in celebrating the transformative power 
of education and opportunity. For 45 years, 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) has empowered students to 
achieve college and career success, 
partnering with more than 7,400 schools to 
empower students with skills and confidence 
as well as equitable access to opportunity. 
AVID Day honors the remarkable efforts of 
educators who are closing the opportunity 
gap—and celebrates the students who thrive 
because of AVID strategies. It’s a day to 
recognize the real, lasting impact of AVID on 
student achievement and life trajectories.
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